




Evermore Begins Holding Board Meetings 
at Former Olympic Tennis Stadium 
CID offices soon to be moved into former Pro Shop

Everyone was excited when the Evermore CID held its fi rst regularly scheduled Board meeting 
at the Pro Shop of the former Olympic Tennis Stadium and the excitement has been growing 
with the announcement that the CID will soon move its headquarters into the revamped 
Pro Shop once new telephone and data lines are installed. Th e move is part of Evermore’s 
continuing eff orts to revitalize the economy of the U.S. 78 corridor by transforming the entire 
stadium complex into a multipurpose venue for concerts, community gatherings and multiple 
sporting events. Also key to the plan is the connection of the facility to a multimodal transit 
hub.

Th e State of Georgia owns the facility, which it has entrusted to the Stone Mountain Memorial 
Association. Th e SMMA allowed Evermore to occupy the former Pro Shop after the CID 
began to study the viability of the stadium and transit hub. Currently, the stadium area is leased 
to Gwinnett County with plans to demolish the stadium and turn the area into a Gwinnett 
County park. But since the economy put those plans on hold, the CID was given approval to 
proceed by both the County and the SMMA. “Th is is pretty amazing to be thinking about 
having our meetings in an Olympic Stadium,” said Board Member Emory Morsberger. “It’s a 
great symbol for our progress and for revitalization.”

As CID Executive Director Jim Brooks puts it, “We’re building momentum with our current 
economic development eff orts in the Evermore U.S. Highway 78 corridor. We had seven 
people (mall developers) in this corridor within fi ve days looking at facilities. Th at’s the most 
we’ve had since I’ve been here. It’s amazing what talking about this stadium is doing to create 
interest.” 

Th at sentiment was echoed by Evermore’s Chairman of the Board, Forrest Adair, who said, “Economic development is foremost on our mind 
now. Th at’s where we focus when we wake up every morning, along with transportation improvements.” 

About Evermore CID

The Evermore Community Improvement District is an association of property owners along U.S. 78 in Gwinnett County who voluntarily tax themselves to 
make the community a great place to live, work and play. 

Evermore seeks to establish a vibrant, upscale destination area; improve business development opportunities; and enhance property values by developing 
and promoting coordinated transportation and community character improvements to benefit property owners, business owners and residents along the 
Highway 78 corridor. 

Washington Connections
Evermore has been strengthening its working relationships with members of our Congressional 
delegation, both as a way of saying thanks for the help we have received to date and to continue 
our partnership as we explore new ways to revitalize the corridor. 

Board members met with U.S. Senator Johnny Isakson recently when he spoke to area CIDs. 
Th ree members of the Evermore Board met with Senators Isakson and Chambliss, Congressmen 
Linder and Johnson and other members of the Georgia Congressional delegation as part of the 
“Washington, D.C. Fly–in” sponsored by the Gwinnett Chamber of Commerce in April. 

Evermore Chairman Forrest Adair and Vice Chair Dwight Harrison journeyed to Washington 
at their own expense to represent Evermore. Board Member Kenny King fi lled in for Executive 
Director Jim Brooks, who was unable to attend due to illness.

“When you consider the important role that Federal funding has played in our projects to 
widen and beautify the Evermore corridor, as well as the crucial role it must play in our plans 
for revitalization and redevelopment, it really makes sense to take our message to leaders who 
are in a position to make a positive diff erence,” said Evermore Board Chairman Forrest Adair. 

Donna Joe with Gwinnett County Water Resources 
addresses members of the Evermore Board

A packed audience attended Evermore’s March board 
meeting at the former Olympic Tennis Center

Evermore Economic Development Director David 
Stedman, Board Member Don Robison, Chairman 
Forrest Adair, Executive Director Jim Brooks,, U.S. 
Senator Johnny Isakson, Board Member Kenny King 
and Vice Chair Dwight Harrison. (Not pictured are Board 
Members Emory Morsberger and Jimmy Norton.)



Evermore Elections Set for Board 
Posts 1 & 4 at April Meeting

At the March 24th meeting of the Evermore 
board, elections were announced for the 
Post 1 and Post 4 board posts currently 
held by Dwight Harrison and Thomas 
Carraway, respectively. Each of these board 
members is expected to be re-nominated, 
and additional nominations may be made by 
qualified property owners and electors of 
the CID. The elections will take place before 
the next regularly scheduled Evermore 
board meeting on April 28th, 2010, with 
registration beginning at 2 p.m. 

Traffic Management System 
Speeds Evermore Traffic Flow
If you are breezing along U.S. Highway 78 and hitting all green lights these days, there is more 
to it than just good luck. It’s really due to the new dynamic traffi  c signal modifi cation that has 
helped relieve congestion as much or more than the widening. 

According to Doug Torres, the Construction Project Engineer who headed the project for the 
Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT), it is all part of the new Advanced Traffi  c 
Management System (ATMS) that has been installed at Evermore. “Th e system went live in 
early March and covers pretty much the whole corridor, beginning just past West Park Place 
and running all the way to state Hwy 124,” Torres said. 

Th e ATMS system was designed by Gresham Smith & Partners and includes “intersection 
video detection system assemblies” that communicate with the traffi  c signals along Hwy 78, 
according to Derrick Cameron, who was the GDOT project manager on the design team. 

“Th e system is connected to a back bone of optical fi ber that runs up and down the corridor. Th e 86 video detection system assemblies are 
combined with eight radar detection assemblies and they are all tied together. Th ey feed real time information to the controller cabinets, which 
are really the brains of every traffi  c signal,” Cameron said. 

“Th e cabinets can communicate with each other and are 
connected to the Gwinnett Department of Transportation’s 
control center, as well. Th e computer adjusts the timing of the 
lights to optimize the fl ow of traffi  c based upon this real-time 
analysis. And, if necessary, they can modify the signals manually 
as well,” Cameron said.

Cameron fi rst began working with these systems during the 1996 
Olympics, so it is ironic that he would be directing the design 
for this project which includes the area surrounding the former 
Olympic Tennis Venue. “Ingress and egress are so important to 
the success of any venue like that,” Cameron said. 

Evermore Executive Director Jim Brooks agrees, noting that, 
“Th e six lanes are really great, but if traffi  c backs up at the 
signals, you can still wind up with a parking lot. Once the 
ATMS was installed, you could immediately tell the diff erence. 
We are going to keep making improvements like these to shorten 
the commute times and improve the quality of life along the 
Evermore corridor,” Brooks said.


